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PROTECTIVE SHELTER

I.
PURPOSE

The purpose of this Annex is to outline procedures necessary for the protective sheltering of citizens and transients if severe weather, nuclear crisis, or other hazardous events threaten or occur.
II.
SITUATION

A.
Tornadoes, winter storms and prolonged heat waves are the usual natural events impacting the county.


B.
A number of buildings in ________ and ________ have been identified as tornado, warming/cooling shelters (Attachment 1). These buildings are considered to have the best capability to provide protection and are located in areas easily accessible to the public and will generally be open during normal working hours. 

Or


B.
There are no known public buildings identified as public shelters.


C.
Industrial and transportation accidents may release hazardous materials into the water or air. Such incidents may require localized sheltering or evacuation. 
III.
ASSUMPTIONS and PLANNING FACTORS

A.
There will be sufficient warning and time for people to find shelter.


B.
Buildings identified as protective shelters will be available at the time of need. 


C.
Other public buildings, although not identified as shelters, may be open and offer protection to the public.

D.
Buildings identified as shelters are ADA compliant.

E.
Severe weather protective actions may be short term, spontaneous, and consist primarily of a relatively small sector of the county residents seeking immediate shelter.

F.
During severe weather, segments of the populations will require transportation to the shelters. 


G.
Citizens in areas of hazardous materials releases will follow either evacuation or shelter-in-place directives. 

IV.
ORGANIZATION and RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
Organizations


Protective sheltering programs in the communities may be carried out by the County Emergency Management Director, assisted by local Emergency Management Directors, Red Cross and other support agencies.

B.
Responsibilities


The responsibilities of those identified agencies and organizations providing or managing protective shelters, include, but are not limited to: 


1.
Inspecting and selecting potential shelter sites, assuring that the facilities can support access and functional needs individuals, including non-English speaking persons.


2.
Maintaining the current listing and usage agreements for shelter facilities.


3.
Maintaining current listings of shelter resources needed (i.e., supplies, equipment, material, staff).



4.
Developing, maintaining and exercising management policies, procedures specific to the individual facilities.

V.
CONCEPT of OPERATIONS

A.
Tornado Policy/Procedures


This policy is to provide timely notification of a tornado watch or warning.



1.
When the National Weather Service issues a tornado WATCH that includes any portion of the county, that information will be transmitted to the public by both radio and television. During a tornado WATCH condition, people can continue their normal activities.



2.
If a tornado is indicated by radar or actually sighted, then a tornado WARNING will be issued. People in the threatened area should immediately seek shelter and remain there until the WARNING period has expired.


3.
Prior to and during the event, The County Emergency Management Director, in coordination with the Public Information Officer, will ensure that the public is made aware of the basic policies/actions they should use for protection. 


4.
Special Populations:



a.
Schools: When schools are in session, students, teachers, staff and visitors should respond as directed by an existing school disaster/tornado plan. Generally, teachers will gather the students in the most solid area of the school structure such as rest rooms or interior corri​dors without exterior openings. Large span rooms such as auditoriums, gymnasiums, or corridors that have exterior openings and rooms with windows should not be used. If the school structure does not have protective capability and if time permits, all should move to the nearest structure that would provide protection.




b.
Hospitals and Nursing homes: Staff, patients, residents and visitors should follow the facilities protection plan. In general, such plans include moving ambulatory patients to areas of the building providing the best protection such as the basement or small span, interior rooms on the main floor, then using the best methods available to protect patients who cannot be moved. 




c.
Recreation Areas: Visitors to ________ should respond to a tornado warning in accordance with the current safety plan for ______.


B.
Extreme Temperatures


During winter storms, prolonged excessive heat, or power outages, residents may be advised that warming or cooling shelters are available. These shelters usually operate for the short term. Those needing transportation should contact the EOC Transportation Officer to arrange expedient transportation. Victims using warming or cooling shelters may require specialized medical care or behavioral management; shelter managers should arrange for local medical support and mental health/behavioral modification assistance.


C.
Hazardous Materials Incident


1.
The responsibilities for hazardous materials incidents is detailed in Annex F. In general, during incidents with immediate life safety issues, the Incident Commander may order an evacuation or to shelter in place. 
In situations affording more time, the Incident Commander will recommend that the chief elected official will issue such orders. 


2.
Evacuations will follow the appropriate sections of the jurisdiction’s primary evacuation plan.



3.
In the event of a HazMat spill or accident, it is sometimes safer to keep affected citizens inside with doors and windows closed. Instructions should be given to:




a.
Move inside,



b.
Close all doors, windows, dampers, fans, shut off all ventilation, heating and air conditioner systems,




c.
Move to a small room and seal the door and windows with plastic and tape, and




d.
Tune your radio to the EAS station.

VI.
ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS


A.
Administration


1.
Public Tornado/Severe Weather Shelters:



The County Emergency Management Director will maintain a current listing of identified shelters. The listing will be periodically reviewed to assure the continued availability and usability of each facility planned for use and in the event of change in owner, continued formal agreement for use of the facility. Where possible, tornado shelters are clearly marked.



2.
Other Facilities:



The Emergency Management Director may assist school officials, administrators of hospitals and nursing homes, and directors/owners of other facilities or businesses in determining the safest area within their facility or of the nearest protective facility. The Emergency Management Director may also aid in the development of a disaster plan for their facility.


B.
Logistics


Records of supplies, materials, and equipment used will be maintained to assist the Logistics Chief in making a determination of resources remaining and to support requests for outside assistance (Annex L).


C.
Public Education


The County Emergency Management Director will work directly with the Public Information Officer to provide to the public:



1.
Periodic spot announcements on pertinent aspects of the protective shelter program.


2.
Useful and current information should a protective shelter situation arise.

VII.
TRAINING and EXERCISING


A.
Training



The training program will be consistent with the Homeland Security Exercise Plan. All training supported by the Homeland Security grant process must be DHS (Department of Homeland Security) approved.


B.
Exercising


All exercises and drills will be evaluated and any follow-up activities conducted in accordance with the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP).
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