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DAMAGE ASSESSMENT
I.
PURPOSE

This Annex describes damage assessment procedures necessary to gather data and evaluate information to determine the extent of damage and the impact on the community resulting from a disaster.

II.
SITUATION

*** County is susceptible to disasters that could cause extensive damage to public and private property. In the event of a disaster, planned damage assessment procedures are essential for effective response and recovery operations.

III.
ASSUMPTIONS

A.
The prompt and accurate assessment of damage to public and private property following a disaster is of vital concern to local officials. 


B.
A rapid response has a direct bearing on disaster recovery. 


C.
For any emergency involving radiological materials, the Nebraska Health and Human Services has sole responsibility for making technical assessments. However, it is conceivable that the Department could request some assistance from local radiological staff during an emergency.


D.
The State Department of Environment and Energy is responsible for decisions on the scope of clean up operations from a hazardous materials incident.

IV.
ORGANIZATION and RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
Incident Assessment


The County Emergency Manager will coordinate the gathering of damage assessment information necessary to complete the Incident Status Report, Annex A, Attachment 3, and for keeping the information updated during the course of the incident. Other responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the following:



1.
Establishing a point of contact with officials of the affected jurisdictions and determine the approximate area affected.



2.
Gathering information about the extent of damage, as quickly as it is available, from both public and private sources, with special attention being paid to impacts to community lifelines, to help in the prioritization of response efforts.


3.
Providing updated information gathered from both public and private entities to the Executive Group and the Nebraska Emergency Management Agency using the Incident Status Report from Annex A, Attachment 3. 


4.
Coordinating with the Public Information Officer to keep the public informed of hazardous conditions. 


B.
Record Keeping



Each public and private agency will keep complete records of resources and personnel involved in the response to the emergency or disaster for use in determining the extent of impact of the incident on the jurisdiction.


C.
Agricultural Damage Assessment


The Farm Service Agency (FSA) through the County Emergency Board will assess the agricultural and related rural damages with assistance, as needed, from other USDA agencies. All information will be forwarded to the USDA State Emergency Board and may be available to the *** County Emergency Management Director.


D.
Radiological/Hazmat Damage Assessment -

Industrial/Transportation Incident/Accident



1.
In the event of a radiological incident, local damage assessment response will be limited to obtaining radiological readings to detect the actual hazard. The Health and Human Services will accomplish detailed hazard assessment to determine any possible threat to people and livestock, see Annex F, Appendix 1.



2.
In case of a hazardous materials incident, local response will be limited to the level of training as defined by standards set by their employer in compliance with OSHA and EPA regulations.


E.
Inspections NOTE: This should reflect how the jurisdiction will complete the initial safety assessments)


The_________, assisted by (Fire and Utility, other ) personnel, will complete the initial safety and habitability inspections of both residences and businesses. The State Fire Marshal or DATNE may be requested to help. Data obtained during safety inspections will be included in damage assessment reports. Subsequent and more detailed inspections may be completed at a later date.
V.
CONCEPT of OPERATIONS

A.
Initial Assessment



The emergency manager will utilize the Incident Status Report (ISR) found in Annex A, Attachment 3 of this LEOP to determine the scope of the damage and forward the information to NEMA. Information from the ISR will be the starting point from which all future state or federal damage assessments will be conducted. 


1.
After rescue operations have been concluded, more detailed information should be gathered to complete additional Incident Status Report updates. This information will be gathered from the first responders, organizations and agencies involved and provided to the Executive Group and forward to NEMA. 



2.
In accordance with the community lifelines concept, conduct the initial assessment of the facilities considered critical for emergency operations, the health, welfare and safety of the people. Early identification of damages will enable policymakers to set priorities and make efficient decisions concerning resources available.



3.
Incident Status Report (ISR)




a.
Initial field responders and public works agencies have a responsibility for collecting the initial damage assessment information on damage which has occurred to the infrastructure in the jurisdiction. This includes damage to bridges, roads, and right of ways, culverts, and other lifeline systems which are the responsibility of the local government. Part of the ISR must also include estimating the amount and types of debris which will need to be handled. See Debris Management Planning, Annex C, Appendix 1.



b.
The Emergency Manager will coordinate the initial assessment of governmental owned facilities, to include estimating the amount of structural damage, damage to grounds, and type of debris.




c.
Individual citizen and business/industry damage information will be coordinated by the Emergency Manager and reported to NEMA using the Incident Status Report. Information from the American Red Cross and other VOAD organizations may include limited information on damages to homes and businesses, which could be used to determine a damage estimate to be included in the ISR.




d.
Information and figures generated from these assessments are estimates only and are used by NEMA to determine the need to conduct a state (NEMA) PDA or request a joint NEMA/FEMA PDA. Later, more detailed information would indicate the number of homes, businesses public buildings, grounds and infrastructure involved. All information will be forwarded to NEMA through the local Emergency Manager.



4.
Using the information from the completed Incident Status Reports, a local decision will be made to sign a disaster declaration. Only after the declaration has been signed, can the state determine whether a State or Federal Disaster is justified. If there is a possibility of a Federal declaration, a joint Federal/State team may complete a FEMA/State Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA).


B.
FEMA/State Joint Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA)



1.
In the event that damage estimates reach the threshold for state or federal assistance, NEMA and/or FEMA will send in a team to conduct a Joint Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA). The local jurisdiction is responsible for providing staff to be a part of the Joint PDA Teams. The PDA is a quick visit to the disaster area, and is normally conducted in a 24-48 hour period.




a.
The Joint PDA teams will conduct assessment training and hold briefings with local officials on the assessment process. 




b.
The Teams will provide all forms necessary to complete the assessment.



2.
The PDA Teams will examine and document damages to the public infrastructure. Included are estimates of the amount and types of debris. Figures generated from the PDA are used as documentation from the State in their formal request for federal assistance. 

VI.
ADMINISTRATION and LOGISTICS

The Emergency Management Director will review and update this annex annually.

VII.
TRAINING and EXERCISING


A.
Training



The training program will be consistent with the Homeland Security Exercise Plan provisions. All training supported by the Homeland Security grant process must be DHS (Department of Homeland Security) approved.


B.
Exercising



All exercises and drills will be evaluated and any follow-up activities conducted in accordance with the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program (HSEEP).
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